
The Art of Gift Receiving
My mother-in-law wants my Christmas list by 
Thanksgiving.  She wants to know exactly what I 
want – brand, color, size, type, style, and any 
other distinguishing characteristic…and it needs 
to be something she can easily purchase (without 
the use of a computer), wrap, and put under the 
tree. I’ve fought this for years.  I think getting 
somebody exactly what they’ve asked for defeats 
the purpose. 

What is the purpose though?  The purpose I’ve 
decided is different for all of us.  I think my 
mother-in-law’s purpose is to show she is 
interested in me, appreciates me, and is grateful 
I’m in her family.  “They” say it is often the giver, 
rather than the recipient, who reaps the biggest 
psychological gains from a gift.  So, I’ve decided if 
I don’t let my mother-in-law give me gifts, then 
I’m encouraging her to not think about me and 
think about the things I like. I am doing her a 
disservice by not giving her the gift of giving. 

So, my job is to learn how to accept a gift 
graciously.  We all want to give and do give all 
year long. But, it’s just as important for me to 
learn how to receive, because being thankful and 
showing sincere appreciation – is one of the best 
gifts I can give.  It’s a win win.

- from the Editor
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SISKIWAN
Duck Report - Overall Standing 4-8, 2-7 (Pac-12).  
Earl Armbruster is still insisting he will not take 
the job as HEAD COACH :-(  Better luck next 
year.  On to the next sport - when does Major 
League Baseball start…and why doesn’t Oregon 
have a team?  Who do people root for?

Michael’s (my husband) Favorite Quote - 
“Be who you are and say what you feel because those 
who mind don’t matter and those who matter don’t 
mind.” ~Dr. Seuss

Official or not, there was ~18 inches of snowfall in 
Sisters by Dec. 15.  I thought the first day of 
winter was Dec. 21.  I hope an early winter means 
an early spring!

Grooneyism:
Bob Grooney announced that that he found out where 
Yoshi came from.  He was an exchange student…who 
never went home.  They later tried to “EXCHANGE” 
him for two Rotarians, but that didn’t work.
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FROM THE PRESIDENT

Letter from our President, Doug Wills

3rd LETTER  
Hi Fellow Kiwanians - 

“The year has come to an end and what a fun and exciting year it 
was. We had great fundraisers with the Antiques & Collectibles 
Sale, the Buckaroo Breakfast, and the Race Hoodoo. And to cap it 
all off, there was 18" of snow. The good news, we had a white 
Christmas, the bad news, I am tired of shoveling snow.

We welcome all our new members and appreciate our "old 
members" and everybody's contribution to our successful 2016. 
We have many fun things planned for 2017 and I look forward to 
working with you all.

I hope all of you had a wonderful Christmas with friends, family or 
whomever you could get together with. It is a special time of the 
year.

Thanks for all your help and have a 
safe and healthy New Year”

~ President Doug Wills

photo by Jeff Omodt

Next Board Meeting:

Date:  Wed. Jan. 25, 2016

Time:  4:30 pm

225 N. Oak St. in Sisters

(at the Kiwanis “K” House)

ALL MEMBERS ARE WELCOME!
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Around Town Devil’s Lake

Plowing in Sisters

Gotta Love 
C.O. Winters!

Where’s my Car?

photo by May Fan
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Found it!

Freeway Dogs

Guess who?

Guess where? Hint…think Candies
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I’ll be home for Christmas
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Three Creek Lake - Nordic Trail

Next Year!

Flicker

photos by Jeff Omodt



PROJECTS

See’s  Candies  Fundraiser:  “We  got  off  to  a 
shaky start this year and have been navigating 
moguls and speed bumps since e.g.,  closed a 
couple  days  due  to  a  (beautiful)  snowfall, 
difficulty filling shifts and last but not least, the 
phone/Square  went  kaput  and  we  lost  the 
ability to allow plastic to be used for 3 days. As 
of this writing (12/20), we're behind last years 
numbers by $4,000+ (still in the red). We've had 
several solid days of $900+, but it seems once 
you  get  behind,  that's  where  you  stay.  Time, 
however, is on our side as we'll be open the week between Christmas and New Year 
(as I’ve read, there should be a name for this period).  Stay tuned for a wrap on this 
fundraising project.”                                                                                        ~Tom Kopec

Inter-Club Visiting Opportunity - President Doug 
Wills (assisted by Pat Wollard) will lead a group to 
Redmond, Wednesday, Jan. 4.  If interested please 
meet at the K-house by 11:15am.  For more details 
contact Doug or Pat. 

“The Christmas Food Share program started way back in the late eighties.  All the 
Kiwanis members and a lot of the community worked together to fix food boxes for 
families for Christmas.  It got bigger and bigger until 
there was no place to hold it.  So we changed three 
years ago to gift certificates from grocery stores like 
Ray’s, Food 4 Less, and Melvin’s.  We hand out gift 
certificates  and  (if  needed)  pet  food  from  Furry 
Friends and toys from the volunteers at the Sisters–
Camp Sherman Fire District.  It all happens on one 
day in December, except it actually takes about three 
months to prepare.  This year we helped approx. 150 
people.”                                                    ~Naomi Rowe       
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FUNDRAISING AND COMMUNITY 
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“A	long,	long	time	ago	I	was	a	member	of	Kiwanis	in	a	different	state.				
During	that	life	I	had	the	opportunity	to	serve	in	various	capacities	and	at	one	
time	became	the	editor	of	the	monthly	newsletter.	

In	that	time	there	was	no	Internet,	Email,	social	media,	tablets	or	smart	
phones.			I	did	possess	a	manual	typewriter	and	in	the	town	there	was	a	small	
print	shop	that	would	print	copies	at	a	slight	discount	for	non-pro@it	service	
organizations.				The	color	option	was	black	on	white!	

To	add	to	the	chore	of	publication	no	organized	mailing	list	existed	
whereby	labels	could	be	preprinted.			Addressing	the	@inished	product	required	
the	old	fashioned	use	of	pen	on	paper.			Thankfully	my	wife	Karen	had	great	
handwriting	skills,	and	volunteered	to	address	the	monthly	issues	using	the	
club	roster	as	a	guide.	

	At	the	time	of	my	education	in	England	typing	was	primarily	limited	to	
the	female	population	as	was	the	art	of	shorthand.			Young	engineers	like	
myself	did	not	learn	to	touch	type	and	as	a	consequence	I	became	a	two-@inger	
typist	commonly	known	as	“hunt	and	peck”.					Only	years	later	did	I	realize	
how	useful	it	would	have	been	to	have	acquired	the	skill	of	touch	typing	on	a	
qwerty	key	board.	

For	content	I	would	ask	club	members	to	submit	items	of	interest	and	in	
particular	write	about	their	ongoing	service	projects.				There	was	a	serious	
attempt	to	get	pro@iles	on	members	from	other	members	but	most	of	the	time	
this	effort	fell	upon	the	editors	shoulders	and	it	was	necessary	to	carry	out	an	
interview	in	person,	make	notes	and	then	‘hunt	and	peck’	to	get	the	
information	onto	paper.	

	Sometimes	an	item	was	provided	already	typed.		This	was	a	real	boon	
and	used	‘as	is’	regardless	of	font	style	or	size.			No	effort	was	made	to	
standardize	the	@inished	printed	product.			Alas,	all	too	often	pieces	of	
information	came	crudely	handwritten	(In	one	case	on	the	back	of	an	
envelope)	and	had	to	be	rewritten	using	the	typewriter.	

All	to	often	there	was	insuf@icient	content	available	and	I	as	editor	had	to	
concoct	a	story	of	two	from	my	own	resources	hoping	that	the	membership	
would	enjoy	the	article	and	be	forgiving	of	grammatical	errors	and	spelling	
(My	major	was	Engineering	not	English	Lit.)	

MEMBERS (A MESSAGE FROM AN ABSENTEE MEMBER…)
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To	print	the	bulletin	it	was	necessary	to	use	the	old	‘cut	and	paste’	
method.			It	really	was	cut	and	paste	in	those	days,	not	a	few	clicks	on	the	
mouse!	

Then	a	visit	to	the	Print	Shop	where	the	paste-ups	were	transferred	to	
master	sheets	and	professionally	printed	and	collated	but	not	folded	or	
stapled.			The	latter	work	was	again	part	of	the	editor’s	chores.	

Where	possible	the	monthly	newsletters	were	handed	to	members	at	the	
weekly	meetings	but	more	than	a	few	had	to	to	be	stamped,	addressed	and	
mailed.	

It	was	a	‘labor	of	love’	to	produce	the	newsletter	but	also	driven	by	the	
belief	that	a	monthly	publication	that	reached	all	the	members	was	essential	to	
maintaining	and	enhancing	connections	within	the	club,	and	to	that	end	I	take	
some	pleasure	in	knowing	that	for	a	time	I	made	a	difference.	

Now,	as	we	start	a	new	year	the	work	of	an	editor	has	changed	
signi@icantly	due	to	the	advent	of	high	tech.				Most	people	own	personal	
computers	or	tablets	and	have	access	to	the	Internet	in	a	variety	of	places	both	
Domestically	and	Internationally.				Articles	or	newsworthy	items	can	be	sent	to	
the	editor	from	most	civilized	locations	and	even	contain	colored	pictures.			Cut	
and	paste	is	performed	without	need	of	scissors	or	paste	and	the	addressee	
roster	sits	on	the	computer	ready	for	easy	access	with	a	couple	of	keystrokes.	

One	would	think	that	being	an	editor	is	now	an	easy	job!					Unfortunately	
that	is	not	the	case.				Just	as	thirty	years	ago	the	hardest	part	of	the	job	is	
@inding	suitable	content.				No	amount	of	technology	can	
offset	this	problem.				No	content,	no	newsletter;	It	is	that	
simple.	

So	in	conclusion	may	I	humbly	suggest	that	in	2017	
we	all	make	a	resolution	to	provide	at	least	one	relevant	
piece	of	information	that	can	be	used	in	our	monthly	
newsletter	and	make	Kathleen’s	life	a	lot	easier.	

Happy	New	Year	everyone,	and	“long	live	the	Queen”.”	

~	David	and	Karen	Roberts,	Napa,	CA.	December	24,	
2016.	
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MEMBERS (A MESSAGE FROM AN ABSENTEE MEMBER…)
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December Birthdays
 6 - Bruce Rognlien
 14 - Tom Kopec
 27 - Yoshinori Furuya
 31 - Michele Hammer

January Birthdays
 6 - Scott McKittrick
 14 - Michael Robillard
 19 - William Anttila
 27 - Suzanne Carvlin
 29 - Pat Woolard

“K” Club December Anniversaries
  7 - Gary Frazee
 15 - Cindy Rainey
 15 - Bill Rainey
 15 - Karen Keady
 16 - Jeff Omodt
 28 - Ronald Mohler
 29 - Daniel Stearns
 30 - Liam Hughes

“K” Club January Anniversaries
 4 - Tom Fish
 5 - Mike Vermillion
 6 - Roger Johnson
 6 - Bob Walter 
 12 - Shirley Lalli
 25 - Taylor Robertson

MEMBERS
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Food Bank 
November 2016

Families        103

Adults 180

Children 6-18 60

Children 0-6      22

Value          $16,287.50

#of Volunteers/#of Hours       

Kiwanis                10/109

Community             9/92

Sisters first ceremony for Wreaths Across America was a 
beautiful event! 

“I  am so  incredibly  proud of  Erin Borla  for  all  of  her  efforts  in 
flawlessly coordinating our first wreaths Across America event in 
Sisters, and our Kiwanians Earl Schroeder for a wonderful Master 
of  Ceremonies  and  Lance  Trowbridge  as  Commander  of  our 
American Legion.   The event was a  huge success  and had great 
meaning for everyone there.” ~Suzanne Carvlin

CELEBRATE!



Speaker’s Calendar
Dec 1 - President’s Meeting
Dec 8 - Jeri Buckmann, Sisters 
Chamber of Commerce
Dec 15 - CXL due to SNOW
Dec 22 - Liam Hughes
Dec 29 - ?

Jan 5 - President’s Meeting
Jan 12 - John Hummel, Crime 
Prevention
Jan 19 - Katy Yoder, Sisters Folk 
Festival
Jan 26 - ? - possibly Jim 
Anderson will talk about Eagles

Kiwanis is a global organization of volunteers dedicated to 
changing the world one child and one community at a time.

   Our Sisters Kiwanis Purpose and Mission:

The 72 members of the Sisters club take pride in a very real impact on 
our local community. Our club runs the food bank and has a massive 
food  share  event  during  the  Christmas  holidays.  It  supports  fellow 
Sisters residents when emergency needs arise. It  offers scholarships to 
many graduating seniors, and awards grants to dozens of organizations 
that have significant impact on the well-being of children and families.

The club also gives "opportunity grants" to many deserving adults in 
the community to help them better their position in life. Other service 
projects  include:  cleaning  Sisters'  highways,  reading  to  children, 
improving our  city's  parks,  sponsoring our  scout  troops,  staffing Red 
Cross  blood  drives,  collecting  eye  glasses  and  cell  phones,  arranging 
community  presentations,  maintaining  an  entrance  sign  to  our  city, 
teaching kids poison awareness and helping screen children for health 
problems. - Discover more at:  www.sisterskiwanis.com

Sisters Kiwanis
We Celebrate Service!

We invite you to join us - every Thursday morning.
Coffee @ 7:00am / Meeting @ 7:30am

Aspen Lakes, Brand33

photo by Jeff Omodt 

JOIN US!
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Kiwanis House
225 N. Oak St.

Club Mail
P.O. Box 1296 
Sisters, OR 97759

write:
info@SistersKiwanis.org
call:  541 410 2870
visit:  www.SistersKiwanis.org
www.Facebook.com/SistersKiwanis

Club Officers
President: 
Doug Wills (2016-17)
(541) 719 1254
dtwills@bendbroadband.com

President-Elect: 
Liam Hughes (2017-18)
liam@sistersrecreation.com

Secretary: 
Roxanne Lenahan (253) 278 7805
secretary@sisterskiwanis.org

Treasurer: 
Jack McGilvary (541) 410 2870
jackmc706@gmail.com

Past-President: 
Suzanne Carvlin (541) 595 8707
suzanne.carvlin@gmail.com

Committees & Projects, 
Board of Directors

Club Meetings & Admin: 
Marcea DeGregoreo

Community Projects:
Matt Kirchoff

Public Relations:
Dan Stearns

Young Children Priority One:
Dave Cox

Fund-Raising:
Roger Johnson

Youth Services:
Connor Bates

Membership Growth & Education:
Suzy Ramsey

Sponsored Organizations and 
Programs:
TBD

Human & Spiritual Values and 
Young Children Priority One:
Dave Cox

Food Bank:
Kerry Bott

Contact our Board:
info@SistersKiwanis.com

Key Club - Sisters High 
School (SHS)
Key Club President (2016-17): 
Jordan Pollard

Key Club Advisor - SHS:
Matt Bradley

KeyClub@SistersKiwanis.org
web:  SistersKiwanis.org/
Key_Club/Key_Club.html

Pacific NW District
PNW District Office
(503) 305 7635
www.PNWKiwanis.org

PNW District Governor:
(503) 305 7635
Ron Myers (2016-17)  

PNW District Governor-Elect:  
Roger Bell (2017-18)

Immediate Past Governor: 
Jackie Sue McFarlin (2015-16)
jacsuemac@icloud.com

PNW District Officers

District Secretary: 
Ed Luttrell
dsec@pnwkiwanis.org

District Treasurer: 
Janelle Lawrence
treasurer@pnwkiwanis.org

Div. 78 - Lt. Gov.: 
Linda Walker (2016-17)
(541) 280-4339

OFFICERS & COMMITTEES 2016-17

November 2016 Siskiwan - Sisters Kiwanis Club - Volume 40 - Number 3
About the Siskiwan

Published monthly by the Sisters Kiwanis Club of Sisters, OR
The Siskiwan is available by the end of the month.

It can also be found on the club’s website at:  www.sisterskiwanis.org
© All Rights Reserved, 2016

                                        Kathleen Blesius, Editor / Dan Stearns, PR Director
                                         For current and past issues of the Siskiwan, please visit:

                                             http://sisterskiwanis/org/newsletter/
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